THE PEACOCK PROJECT AND IMAGINATION STATIONS

What is Imagination?  The faculty or action of forming new ideas, or images or concepts of external objects not present to the senses.
Why is Imagination important?  Life as we know it would not exist as it does if things were not imagined first!
Imagination Quotes



“Logic will get you from A to Z; imagination will get you everywhere.” 
― Albert Einstein


“The moment you doubt whether you can fly, you cease for ever to be able to do it.” 
― J. M. Barrie, Peter Pan


“Imagination is the only weapon in the war against reality.” 
― Lewis Carroll


“Children see magic because they look for it.” 
― Christopher Moore, Lamb: The Gospel According to Biff, Christ's Childhood Pal


“Imagination will often carry us to worlds that never were, but without it we go nowhere.” 
― Carl Sagan
IMAGINATION STATION IDEAS AND PROGRAMS – 
A few ideas to explore for our facilities – many more to be discussed!
· Our Hands as a theme – 

· Leave materials for residents to post about their jobs – what your hands have accomplished over the years?
· Take pictures of residents and staff’s hands– print them out in black and white for more effect then post on a black tri panel board – put captions under the pictures of whose hands they are and jobs they did, etc.  Or hide the name of the owner and have people guess whose hands they are.

· Paint nail station – green for St. Patty’s day, etc.

· Have a contest of Oxymorons and Palindromes – who can come up with one the fastest or come up with the most (either on paper or white board):

· Oxymorons – different meanings

· Sweet Sorrow

· Jumbo Shrimp

· Palindromes – spell the same forwards as backwards:

· Name no one man

· Madam, I am Adam

· How many words can they find in a word – put the word on a white board and let people add as they go past it.
· Get butcher block paper and put it on a wall or cover dining room tables to encourage doodling or game playing (like Tic Tac Toe and Hangman)
· Car Logo bingo – 

· Make bingo cards up using logos from different automobile companies…you could put their names or the actual logo.

· Ford, Honda, Lexus, Nissan, Chrysler, Buick, Toyota, Mercury, Pontiac, Saturn, Acura, Mitsubishi, Mercedes, Volkswagen, Cadillac, BMW, Jaguar

· Everyone sits outside watching traffic and yells out a company as the vehicle drives past.
· While you are waiting for cars to pass you could invent a new car – what features would it have, what color would it be, what would a new car company’s name and logo be?
· Have a hat contest – get hats and let everyone decorate with items like bows, feathers, string, doilies, flowers, etc.

· Create table runners – residents could doodle on the material or have each person sign their name with fabric ink (which also can be embroidered after they sign).  Have them decorate it with fabric paint too.

· Create a newspaper – contest to come up with the best name.  Assign different people to be the “sports editor”, “food critic”, etc.

· Make a tree out of paper (flat) that you tape to a wall.  Cut out leaves.  On the leaves have everyone write what they are thankful for (great project around Thanksgiving)…you can do this for other ideas and occasions too…what is the most lucky thing that ever happened to you (St. Patrick’s Day), what is your favorite Easter treat?  Where was your favorite vacation?
· Create an area for “radio theater”…get a script off the Internet for famous radio shows.  Place a bunch of sound props on the table, i.e. a bell for a doorbell sound, boots to stomp on the table for the sound of someone walking, etc.

· Plan a progressive dinner party – can do this in a nursing home facility by having different items in different areas, i.e. drinks might be in the living room, appetizers in the dining room, etc.
· Get a copy of “The Peacock Project” by Jackie Holzel off Amazon and do a reading of it.  Ask participants to act out the various scenes as it is read.  You can get props that will facilitate this fun event. 
· Purchase games that encourage imagination – 

· Exit, The Game

· Password

· Balderdash

· Have a bin of scrap material for creating mini quilts or other projects

· Check out local art places and thrift stores that may offer materials for imaginative creations for little cost!

